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A national political action commit- 
tee c^ed by House Speaker Newt 
Gin^ch (R.-Ga.) may broaden its fi- 
nancial disclosure to identify some of 
the corporations that contribute large 
sums to the group, its executive di- 
rector said yesterday. 

Lisa B. Nelson, \^o nms GOPAC, 
a Republican organization that Gin- 
grich has chaired for nearly a decade, 
said she may name those businesses 
that make a corporate, rather than a 
strictly “ideological,” contribution in 
the group’s quarterly disclosure 
statements. The ^oup currently lists 
donors by an individual’s name only, 
with no business affiliation 
! Nelson’s comments came one day 
after she released a list of more than 
1,700 people who gave GOPAC a to- 
tal of $487,520 in the first three 
months of this year. The list included 
a $10,000 contribution that appeared 
to be firom a District resident but in 
fact had been made by Federal Ex- 
press Corp. of Memphis. 

(^PAC’s list attributed the contri- 
bution to Rick Rodgers of Washing- 
ton. Richard F. Rodgers is a Federal 
Express lobbyist oa Capitol Hill, and 
Nelson said his name appeared as the 
donor because he is the PAC's princi- 
pal contact at Federal Express. 

A Federal Express spokesman said 
Rodgers had not signed the check, 
but probably delivered it to GOPAC. 
“Clearly, our preference would be 
that the contribution would be listed 
properly,” spokesman Tom Martin 
said yesterday. Martin added that 
Federal Express maintains a PAC, but 
opted to give to GOPAC from the cor- 
poration itself. 

Shoitiy cifter the Jan. 6 contribu- 
tion, Gingrich spoke by closed-circuit 
television to 300 Federal Express of- 
ficers meeting in Memphis, as well as 
to other company offices around the 
country. Ma^ said Gingrich, one of 
several pohtical figures to address the 
meeting in recent years, talked for 


timer m Mount Vernon, Ohio, said 
yestCTday tot the $10,000 contribu- 
tion listed in his name was technically 
a corporate gift. He said he made it 
tot way this year to ensure tot it 
would be for education, rather 
than for political campaigns. 

Nelson said she would not charac- 
terize the donation fi-om Ariel Corp. 
as a purely corporate gift, either. “I 
consider these contributions as ideo- 
lo^cd support for the education and 
training of a farm team of candidates,” 
Nelson ^d. “They don’t represent 
wirporations that want to influence 
legislation.” 

Nelson said (^PAC, which only re- 
centfy began disclosing its donors — 
Md onfy then with scant background 
information — was “going above and 
beyond the call of duty” by listing do- 
nors, their hometowns and the 
amount of their gifts. 

^ Still, Nelson said she would review 
“on a case-by-case basis” the option of 
listing businesses tot make a corpo- 
rate gift. 

Donor disclosure has long been an 
iKue at GOPAC. The Federal Elec- 
tion Commission filed suit in federal 
court last spring accusing GOPAC of 
fetog to reffster as a political com- 
mittee in a timely manner during the 
1990 campaign and failing to file re- 
quired disclosure rejxirts. The lawsuit 
was ffled after GOPAC refused the 
FEC’s demand tot it pay a $150,000 
fine and admit it had violated the law. 

GOPAC has contended tot it was 
not legally bound to disclose donors 
because it did not give money directly 
to state or federal candidates. 

Five months ago, GOPAC's board 
of directors acted on Gingrich’s rec- 
ommendation and voted to begin dis- 
clo^g all donors and the amount of 
their contributions on a quarterly ba- 
sis. 

Some critics, particularly members 
of the news media, have chafed at the 
PAC’s method of disclosure, contend- 
mg it does not go far enou^ and in 

C3S6S C3I1 mislead those review- 
ing the donor list. 

Nelson revealed for the first time 
some fund-raising results of years 
gone by, noting tot GOPAC raised 
$430,000 in the first three months of 
1991 and $480,000 in the first quar- 
ter of 1993. She said GOPAC officials 
were pleased by the 1995 result be- 
cause while it was comparable to ear- 
fier years, "1994 was a year tot kind 
of tapped everyone out” 


about 15 minutes on Feb. 15 about 
House Republicans’ “Contract With 
America.” 

Nelson also said tot the Federal 
Express contribution was the only 
corporate gift to GOPAC in the first 
I quarter, albeit one she still thought of 
I as fundamentally “ideological.” 
j But James Buchwald, executive of 
I Ariel Corp., a compressor manufac- 



